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TURNED ARTIST

Douglas Eames combines his two passions—
family farmers and art-into a new career

The pastel at left
and charcoal on
paper at right
(both done life-
size) are self-por-
traits Eames did
from looking into
a mirror.

This Eames oil painting is titled “To Have Patience,” a reference to the struggles farmers have with their animals.

any farmers have tried to
parlay farm expertise into a
‘ ' lnew business or alternative
\ ‘ income. But few have been
as creative at it as Douglas Eames.
Eames has teamed his two passions—
farming and art-into a career as an
artist who paints and draws scenes
from rural America. In the mid-1980s.
after farming for 25 years, he gave up
the family farm near Mineral Point.
Wisconsin, and went to the University
of Wisconsin in the fine arts program
He’s since ned an advanced art
degree at Louisiana State University.
He's now working as a professional
artist out of a home studio at
Blanchardville, Wisconsin, and is

52

available for commission work and
gallery showings (see story at right).
His completed work is also for sale.

Most of his work draws on his own
knowledge and memories of Midwest
farm families, poriraying how they
live and work together. He's been
most influenced by regionalist artists
of the first half of this century such as
Grant Wood and John Stewart Curry.
Eames calls himself a contemporary
expressionist with a regionalist theme.
“There aren’t many artists doing this
Kind of work.™ he says.

I like it because I'm free to use o
style that expresses my personality.”

And that personality is strongly
rooted in life on the farm.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Douglas Eames works in a variety
of art mediums and sizes. His paint-
ings and drawings are for sale from
his studio (prices range from about
$100 to $1,000, depending on size
and medium), and he's available for
new commission work.

He's also looking for gallery dis-
play opportunities in art museums,
o offices. If you are
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[image: image2.jpg]The painting above is an oil on canvas called “Tack
Equipment.” Eames describes it as “lively and active. it
puts some emotion into a subject that you might not
think has a lot of emotion. You don't often see this vies
of equipment used on a farm or ranch.”

Below is an oil on canvas, called “Spring Planting,”
that shows Douglas Eames and his father. “it's a
reminder to me of our life on the farm, the relationship
between father and son. teacher and student,” says
Eames. This piece (along with many of his other oil
works) is done in a large format, nearly 5 feet by 8 feet,
that Eames likes. “It's almost like a mural,” he says. “it
shows the bigness of farming, and its outside nature.”





